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| ** ſupercilious Hypercritic, Who 
| © furniſhed you with any newMe- 
moirs concerning him ? Have 
you recovered the Inſcriptions 
Al « on the Pillars of Seth? Or, has 
— * that old Serpent, the Seducer 
—  f yy oy oc 
* ted Beings can be acquainted with them) communi- 
* cated to you the Particulars of that important Period?“ 

Not ſo ſeverely inquiſitive, Sir. There can be no Want 
of Materials on a Subject ſo fertile of itſelf, that has 
already been canvas'd with all the Subtilty of Theolo- 
gical Diſquiſition, and heightened with all the Luxuri- 
ancy of poetical Imagination, Let us ſee what it af- 
fords us! Let us. analyſe the whole Narrative in the 
Spirit of a literal Commentator, and conſider, as we 
go on, the principal Objections that have been brought 
againſt it in this Senſe z, and then, let us view it in the 
Light of an allegorical Believer, who, unable to get o- 
ver the ſeeming Abſurdities that occur in many Parts of 
it, is for conſidering the Whole as an inſtructive Para- 
ble. In doing the firſt, I ſhall intermix the Reflections 
of the late learned Biſhop of Meaux, with what I have 
met with in other Writers on the Subject; in the ſecond, 
I ſhall entirely follow the late Dr. Burnet, Maſter of the 
Charter-houſe, the Singularity and Ingenuity of whoſe 
Opinions every one is acquainted with. 

Can there be a more indiſputable Teſtimony of Truth, 
ſays the French Biſhop, than what we have of the Wri- 
tings of Moſes ? At a Time, of which profane Hiſtory 
preſerves no Memorial, or at beſt gives us only a Tiſſue 
of Fables, that moſt antient of all Books preſents us 
with a regular Narrative; it leads us through a Number 
of particular Events, and traces back the Succeſſion of 
Things up to their firſt Principle, God himſelf, the Au- 
thor of all ; it deſcribes preciſely the Creation of the U- 
niverſe; that of Man in particular; the Felicity of his 
original State, the Cauſes of his Miſery and Imperfec- 
tion, and the Aſſurance of his Reſtoration. | | 
The God of the Jeus and the Chriſtians hath nothing 
in common with the Deities of the Heathen, which were 
always imperfe&, often vicious Beings. Our God is 
one, infinite, perfect, worthy alone to be the Avenger of 


== HE Hiſtory of Adam, ſays ſome 
2 itſelf. He is infinitely ſuperior to that firſt Cauſe, that 


F of | 
» T 
Vice and the Rewarder of Virtue, becauſe P 15 Holineſs + 


firſt Mover, known to the Philoſophers. Thoſe of them 
who went fartheſt have indeed ſuppoſed a God, who find- 
ing a Matter like himſelf eternal, and ſelf-exiftent, be- 
came the Artificer of Nature, and gave Form to the 
confuſed Chaos, which he did not create: But the God 
of our Fathers, the God of Abraham, the God whoſe won- 
derful Works Moſes has written, did not only put the 
Syſtem of Things in Order, but gave Exiſtence even to 
Matter; before this, nothing was, but God alone. He 
is repreſented as making all Things by his Word, as 
well, becauſe he formed it in Wiſdom, as becauſe he cre> 
eated it without Labour, by only the Act of his Will. 
But this Almighty Architect, who does all with fo 
much Eaſe, choſe to perform his Work at ſeveral Times, 
within the Compaſs of ſxxDays. He acts with a ſovereign 
Liberty, and manifeſts his Power where, when, and in 
what Degree he pleaſes. He is Maſter of his Matter, 
his Work, and his whole Performance, and ſubmits to 
no other Rule but his own Will, which is eternally and 
infallibly right. Yet what the Scripture teaches us con- 
cerning the Creation of other Things, is nothing in Com- 

pariſon to what it ſays of the Formation of Man. 
God had hitherto done all by the Word of his Com- 
mand : Let there be Libro let the Firmament be extended 
in the Midſt of the Waters; let the Waters be gathered toge- 
ther; let the dry Land appear, and bring forth Graſs and 
Herbs; let there be Light in the Firmament, to divide the 
Day from the Night ; let the Waters bring forth abundantly 
the moving Creature that hath Life ; let the Earth bring 
forth the living Creature after his Kind, But when Man 
was to be created, Moſes gives a new Form' of Speech 
to the Almighty : Let us make Man, fays he, 'in our own 
Image, after our Likeneſs, It is no more that imperioug 
and commanding Tone; but a ſofter, though” not leſs 
efficacious Expreſſion. - God holds a Conſultation with 
himſelf ; excites himſelf to the Work; as if he would 
ſignify that what he was going to undertake, was ſome+ 

what beyond all he had yet performed. | 
Let us make Man. God ſpeaks in himſelf, to one of 
whom Man is both the Image and the Work, to him by 
whom all Things. were made, to that Son, tobo whatſoever 
Things he ſeeth the Father do, bimſelf doth likewiſe : And 
by 
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by ſpeaking to or with the Son, he ſpeaks at the ſame 
Time with the Almighty Spirit, coequal and coeternal 
to both Father and Son. | 

The Jewiſh Doctors indeed are of Opinion, that God 
might on this Occaſion hold a Conſultation with ſuch 
Angelical Bcings, as he thought fit to employ in the 
Creation of Man; and then they tell us a ridiculous 
Story of what paſs'd between God and Moſes, who was 
afraid by this plural Expreſſion to bring the Divine 
Unity into Queſtion : But better Authority than theirs 
is neceſſary, to invalidate 'ſuch an early Declaration of 
the Bleſſed Trinity. 

It is a Thing unknown in all the Language of the 
Holy Scripture, for any other than God to ſpeak of 
himſelf in the Plural Number : Let US make. Even God 
himſelf does not ſpeak thus above two or three Times; 
and this extraordinary Mode of Speech began to appear 
when the Creation of Man was under Conſideration. 


When God changes his Manner of ſpeaking, or acting, 


it is not becauſe there is any Alteration in himſelf: He 
only ſhews us, that, according to his eternal Councils, he 
is going to begin ſome new Order of Things. Thus, 
in the preſent Inſtance, Man, a Creature much ſuperior 
to all others, whoſe Generation Moſes has deſcribed, 


was produced in a Manner entirely new. The Trinity 


began to manifeſt itſelf in the Creation of a reaſonable 
Creature, whole intellectual Operations are an imperfect 
Image of thoſe eternal Operations in which God is all- 
fruitful. 1 0 

This Form of Conſultation, which the Almighty 
makes uſe of, intimates that the Creature, which was 
now to be formed, ſhould be alone capable of acting 
with Deliberation and Underſtanding. The Reſt of 
the Hiſtory is not leſs extraordinary. We read nothing 
before, in the Production of any other Creature, of the 
Finger of God being employ*d upon a corruptible Mat- 
ter: But to form the Body of Man, God himſelf takes 
of the Duſt of the Earth; which, being faſhioned un- 


der ſuch an All-powerful Hand, received a more beauti- 


ful Figure that had ever yet been ſeen. This particular 
Attention which appeared in God when he created Man, 
ſhews us the particular Regard he had for this Laſt of 
his Works, tho? all the reſt were immediately conduct- 
ed by his Divine Wiſdom. 


But the Manner in which he produc'd the immortal 


Soul, is yet much more aſtoniſhing. He did not extract 
it from Matter, but inſpired it from Above: It was a 
Blaſt of the Breath of Life, which proceeded from him- 
ſelf. When he created other living Creatures, theWord 
was, Let the Waters bring forth Fiſhes ; and it brought 
forth the Monſters of the Sea, and every living Animal 


that moves in the Boſom of the great Profound. Let - 


the Earth, he added, . bring forth Cattle and creeping 
Things, and Beaſts after his Kind; and it was ſo. | 

This was ſufficient for the Production of thoſe living 
Creatures, whoſe Life is merely brutal, and to whom 
he gave no other Action than what depends on bodily 
Motion: They were ſimply taken out of the Waters 
and the Earth, But that immortal Soul, whoſe Life was 
to be an Imitation of his own, who was to live like him- 
ſelf, with Reaſon and Underſtanding, who was to be 
united to him in Contemplation and Love, and who for 
that Reaſon was made in his Image, could not be ex- 
trated from a material Subſtance, God may ſo work 
upon Matter, as to faſhion it into a moſt beautiful Bo- 
dy: But in what Manner ſoever he had turned and 
wrought it, he could never have found there his own 
Image and Likeneſs. A Soul made in the Image of 
God, and capable of being happy in his Poſſeſſion, could 
be produced only by a new Creation: It muſt deſcend 
from Above; which was the Meaning of that Breath of 
Life, blown from the Mouth of the Almighty. 


We ought to remember, that Moſes explains to us. 


- carnal Men, by ſenſible Images, the moſt ſubtime intel- 
lectual Truths. We muſt not imagine, that God 
breathed in an Animal Manner, or that our Soul is 
only a ſubtle Air, a detached Vapour. The Breath 
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which God inſpired, and which carried with it the Di. 
vine Image, was neither Vapour nor Air. Nor ought 
we to believe, with ſomè dreaming Philoſophers, that our 
Soul is actually a Portion of*the Divine Nature. God 
is not ſuch a Whole, as can be divided into Parts; or, 
if this was poſſible, could thoſe Parts be created: For 
then the Creator, the ſelf- exiſtent Being, would be on- 
ly a Compound of Creatures. The Soul is made, and 
made in ſuch a Manner, as to be no Part of the Divine 
Nature, but only an Exiſtence in the Image and Like. 
neſs of that Nature; a Being that ſhould be ever united 
to him that formed it. This is what we are to under. 
ſtand by the Breath of Liſe, the living Soul here ſpoken 
of by Moſes. | | f 

Adam, no doubt, was created at firſt in full Perfection 
of his Reaſon ; yet if we take a View of him in that 
State, we ſhall perceive that he could not attain a com- 
petent Knowledge of many Things, without the Aſſiſt. 
ance of Divine Revelation, We may ſuppoſe him in 
the Condition that Milton, a good Commentator on 
Moſes, makes him deſcribe in his own Perſon. 


Myſelf I then perus'd, and Limb by Limb 
. Survey*d, and ſometimes went, and ſometimes run 
With ſupple Joints, as active Vigour led ; 
But who I was, or where, or from what Cauſe 
Knew not. To ſpeak I try*d, and forthwith ſpake; 
My Tongue obey*d, and readily could name 
Whate*cr I ſaw. © Thou Sun, faid I, fair Light, 
* And thou enlighten'd Earth, fo freſh and gay, 
* YeHills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell, 
Tell, if ye ſaw, how came I thus, how here ? 
Not of myſelf :—By ſome great Maker then, 
In Goodneſs and in Pow*r pre-eminent. 
Tell me how I may know him, how adore, 
From whom I have that I thus move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know.” 


In this Perplexity, the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
conſtrains us to believe that God, either by the Miniſtry. 
of his holy Angels, or by ſome immediate Inſpiration, 
took Care to inform him of every Thing that it was ne- 
ceſlary for him to know. 

But at what Time was this firſt Man created? When 
Light had penetrated the dark Atmoſphere, the Air 
was clarified from noiſome Vapours, and the Waters 
were gathered together in their Beds and Channels; 
when the Surface of the Earth was become dry, and 


covered with a Profuſion of vegetable and animal Be- 
ings; when the beautiful Syſtem of Sun, Moon, and 


Stars was diſpoſed in Order, as well for the Contempla- 
tion of a rational Being, as to diſtinguiſh and influence 
the ſeveral Seaſons: Then did the Almighty, in Council 
as It were with himſelf, ſay, Let us make Mon after our 
own Image, and impart te him the Dominion over all that 
we have created on Earth, Accordingly, he took of the 
Duſt of the Ground, that from the Incongruity of the 
Matter we might learn the Difficulty of rhe Perfor- 
mance, and when he had faſhioned it according to the 
Idea of his ſupreme Wiſdom, he infuſed into it an im- 
mortal Spirit; and Man became a living Soul. ; 

Thus was Man formed, and from him the Compani- 
on which God had decreed him, All Mankind are. 
ſprung from one ſingle Marriage, that however diſper- 
ſed and multiplied over the Face of the Earth, they 


. might all be for ever one and the ſame Family. 


Adam, upon Survey of the ſeveral Creatures around 
him, of his Superiority over whom God had given him 
Information, might probably entertain ſome uneaſy Re- 
flections, that every one elſe was provided with a Mate, 
and he alone left deſtitute of any familiat Companion. To 
anſwer his Deſires in this Particular, God cauſed a deepòleep 
to fall upon him, not only as an Expedient for bearing 
the wonderful Operation without Senſe of Pain, but as a 
Trance or Extaſy, wherein was repreſented to his Ima- | 
gination both what was done to him, and what was the 
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myſtical Meaning of it. During this Sleep, God, who 
could as well have form'd Woman, as he did Man, out 
of the Duſt of the Earth, in order to ſignify that Ten- 
derneſs of Endearment, which ought to ſubſiſt between 
Huſband and Wife, took Part of the Subſtance of. A- 
dam's Body, and therewith form'd the Body of Eve: 


Manlike, but diff rent Sex, ſo lovely fair, 
That what ſeem'd fair in all the World, ſeem'd now 
Mean, or in her ſumm'd up, in her contain'd. 


It is a mere trifling Objection which ſome have made, 
that becauſe in the Formation of Woman, there is no 
Mention of breathing into her Noſtrils, as into the 
Man's, ſhe had therefore no Soul given her by the Al- 
mighty. May not every one ſee, that the Hiftorian 
only meant to repreſent a peculiar Circumſtance in the 
Woman's Compoſition, her being taken from the Man's 
Side, leaving it as a Point determin'd that in every 
Thing elſe, except the Difference of Sex, | ſhe was ex- 
actly the ſame as her Huſband ? 


Our Firſt Parents, thus created, were put into that 


delicious Garden, the terreſtrial Paradiſe, It was an 
Obligation that God had laid upon himſelf, to make his 
own Image happy. He gave a Precept to the Man, to 


let him know he had one Maſter ; a Precept depending 


on a ſenſible Thing, becauſe Man was made a ſenſible 
Creature; a Precept altogether eaſy, in order that his 
Life might be ever pleaſant, ſo long as he kept it in- 
nocent. 

I ſhall not enter into any Enquiry concerning the Si- 
tuation of the Garden of Eden, the happy Seat of Man- 
kind in their State of Innocence. Rather let us exa- 
mine what was that Image of God, the divine Simili- 
tude, the Perfection of human Nature, enjoy'd by our 
Firſt Parents at that Time: And it ſeems to have con- 
fifted of many Ingredients, ſome natural, others ſuper- 
natural, p Fog | 

The ſupernatural Part, with Reſpect to the Soul, en- 
abled Adam, as it appears from his Hiſtory, to bear the 


divine Preſence, and converſe with the Almighty; to 


view Eſſences in themſelves, and read Forms without 
the Comment of their reſpective Properties; to ſee Con- 
ſequences yet dormant in their Principles, and Effects 
yet unborn in their Cauſes ; to pierce almoſt into future 
Contingencies, and improve his Conjectures to the Cer- 
tainty of a Prediction: With Reſpect to the Body, it 
gave the Privilege of Immortality to Matter naturally 
corruptible, by the inherent Virtue of the Tree of Life. 
What was natural to him in this happy State, was an 
univerſal Harmony in all his Faculties; an Underſtand- 
ing fraught with all Manner of Knowledge; a Will 
ſubmitted to the divine Pleaſure; Affections plac'd up- 
on their proper Objects; Paſſions calm and eaſy; a Con- 
ſcience quiet and ſerene; reſplendent Holineſs ; perfect 
Felicity; and a Body adorned with ſuch Comelineſs and 
Majeſty, as might juſtly challenge the Rule and Juriſ- 
diction of the inferior World. | 
This, as near as can be collected from the Moſaical 
Hiſtory, compared with other Places of Scripture, was 
the Nature of Man as he came out of the Hands of his 
Maker: This was the Nature he might have preſerv'd, 
upon the eaſy Condition of only abſtaining from the 
Fruit of one Tree, when all the reſt of this de- 
lightful Plantation was devoted entirely to the Gratifi - 
cation of his Senſes. _ 2 
But Man did not keep a Commandment of ſo little 
Reſtraint : He liſten'd to the evil Spirit, the Tempter; 
he liſten'd to his own Inclinations, inſtead of attending 
to God only: His Loſs was therefore inevitable. But 
let us conſider it a little in its Origin, as well as in its 
Conſequences. i Ee 
God had at the Beginning created his Angels, an 
Order of Spirits, diſtin& from all Matter. He, whoſe 
Works are all perfectly good, created them in Holineſs, 
with a Power of, being for ever happy by only a volun- 
tary Obedience, But whatever is created from nothing, 
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cannot be abſolutely perfect: A Part of theſe Angels 
ſuffered themſelves to be ſeduced by their own Ambi- 
tion. Wretched is that Creature who delights in itſelf, 
and not in God! It loſes in a Moment all that it had 
received. Strange Effect of Sin, that theſe Angels of 
Light became Spirits of Darkneſs, and had no Capaci- 
ty left but for the moſt malicious Purpoſes! A malig- 
nant Envy took Poſſeſſion of them, in the Room of 
pure Love; their natural Dignity degenerated into 
Pride; their Felicity was converted into the gloomy 
Conſolation of ſeducing others to the ſame Ruin, and 
their beatific Exerciſes into the pitiful Employment of 
tempting Mankind. The moſt perfect of them all, 
who had likewiſe been the 3 was now become 
the moſt miſchievous, as well as the moſt unhappy. _ 
Man, whom God had made à little lower than the An- 
gels, became an Object of Jealouly to ſo intelligent and 
miſerable a Being; who wiſhed to make him participate 
in his own Rebellion, that he might afterwards involve 
him in the ſame Deſtruction. Let us hear in what Man- 
ner he accompliſh'd it, and look into the Bottom of his 
Artifices. He addreſſed himſelf to Eve, as the weakeſt 
of the two; but in ſpeaking to her, he ſpoke to her 
Huſband at the ſame Time: Why has God laid this 


oo 0:4 wo | @+ + 


was the human Spirit excited againſt its Creator, in De- 
fiance of his Ordinance, Eve, half perſuaded, 1ookd 
wiſhfully at the Fruit, and concluded from its Beauty, 
it muſt be pleaſant and good to the Tafte, ©. Conſcious that 
God had united in Man a Body and a Soul, ſhe thought 
t in Favour of the ſame Creature he might have cdn- 
efred a ſupernatural Virtue on Plants of the Garden, 


and annexed intellectual Gifts to ſenſible Objects. She 


took of the Fruit therefore, and did eat, 


Earth felt the Wound, and Nature from her Seat. 
| Sighing, thro? all her Works gave Signs of Woe. 


After having eat of this alluring Fruit herſelf, ſhe 
preſented ſome of it to her Huſband. ' The Attack was 
dangerous. Temptations are ſtrengthened by Example 
and Complaiſance. The Sentiments of the Tanper, ſo 
well ſupported, a deceitful Curioſity, a flattering Pride 
that began to riſe, the ſecret Pleaſure of being his own 
Maſter, of aQing according to his own Will, infinuate 
into his Soul, and blind his Underſtanding :.. He dares: 
venture'the dangerous Teſt of his own free Agency, and 
with the Fruit he taſtes the pernicious Sweetneſs of 2 
momentary Satisfaction: His Senſes unite to recom- 
mend the fatal Charm; they prevail on, ſubdue,” cap- 
tivate the Man, who before kept them in Subjection. 


Earth trembled from her Entrails, as again 

In Pangs, and Nature gave a ſecond Groan 3 
Sky low'r'd, and, murmuring Thunder, ſonie ſad 
Wept, at compleating of the mortal Sin, (Drops 


In a Word, all the Creation now undergoes à mani- 
feſt Change! The Earth no more ſmiles on her Lord, 
and preſents him her voluntaryOfferings ; he muſt hence- 
forth eat his Bread in the Sweat of his Brow. The cir- 
cumfluent Air is no longer ſerene, The ſubject Ani- 
mals, of whom the fierceſt and moſt hateful did but af+ 
ford him an innocent Delight, now terrify him with 
their hideous Forms, and hoſtile Appearances, God, 
who' had made every Thing for his Eng ment, in an 
Inſtant turns all Nature into one univerſal E 
The V even torments himſelf, and is aſhamed 
| "> 
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the turbulent Emotions of his own Paſſions and Senſes. 
That firſt Work of the Creator, wherein, all was good, 
no longer exiſts : Sin has made a new Univerſe, which 
Nature would gladly hide. Man can no longer ſupport 
his conſcious Guilt ; he would gladly be conceal'd from 
his very Self, but the Preſence of God is ſtill more in- 
ſupportable. That great God, who had made him in 
his own Likeneſs, and given him Senſes for the neceſ- 
fary Inlets to his Mind, was now pleas'd to appear un- 


der a ſenſible Form. The Man trembles, ſeeks out the 
thickeſt Part of the Grove, and endeavours to fly from 


his hitherto ſupreme Happineſs. His Conſcience accuſes 
him before God ſpeaks, and his pitiful Excuſes but aug- 


ment his Confuſion. Death muſt now be his Portion; 


the Means of becoming immortal are removed en- 


tirely out of his Power, and a more terrible Death be- 


hind, that of the Soul, is typified by this corporal Death 
to which he is condemned. | 

It may be demanded, how far the Image of God, 
before deſcribed, was defaced by this Tranſgreſſion? 
The Anſwer is, that whatever was ſupernatural and ad- 
ventitious to Man, by the Behignity of Almighty God, 
and on the Condition of his Obedience, was entirely 
loſt: What was perfeftive of his Nature, ſuch as the 
Excellency of his Knowledge, the Subordination of his 
Faculties, the Tranquillity of his Mind, his full Domi- 


nion over other Creatures, was ſadly impaired : But 


what was eſſential to his Nature, the Immortality of 
his Soul, the Faculties of Intellection and Will, and the 
natural Beauty and Uſefulneſs of his Body, ſtill remain, 
notwithſtanding the Concuſſion they then ſuſtain'd. 

Milton has admirably deſcribed what we may ima- 
gihe our firſt Parents now felt in themſelves, immedi- 
ately after their Fall ; and before they came to a Senſe 
of it. | 


As with new Wine intoxicated both 
They ſwim in Mirth, and fanſy that they fed! 


Divinity within them, breeding Wings, 


Wnerewitn to 1corn tne Eartn. But that falſe Fruit 
Far other Operation firſt diſplay'd, | 

Carnal Defire inflaming : He on Eve 

Began to caſt laſcivious Eyes; ſhe him 

As wantonly repay*d; in Luſt they burn. 


In Adam's Sentence we read our own. God, who had 
determined to extend the Recompence of his Obedience 
to all his Poſterity, entails his Puniſhment in the ſame 
Manner. No ſooner has the Man revolted, but he is 
condemned, he is ſmitten ; not in his own Perſon alone, 
but in his Children, the moſt tender, the moſt dear Part 
of himſelf, We are all Children of Wrath for his ori- 
ginal Offence, and our Nature is infected in the very 
Source. | | 

But while we ſhudder at the Divine Juſtice, which 
inflicts a Curſe on the whole human Race, we may not 
preſumptuouſly examine the Laws of it. Let us adore 
the Judgments of God, who conſiders univerſal Man- 
kind as one Perſon, in that Man from whom they were 
all to proceed. Let us then admire the divine Mercy, 
which turns our Eyes to a more agreeable Object. Un- 
der the Figure of the Serpent, whoſe wreathing Spires 
are a lively Image of the dangerous Inſinuations and fal- 
lacious Windings of the evil Spirit, God reveals to Eve, 
our primitive Mother, her conquer'd Enemy, and an- 
nounces that bleſſed Seed which ſhould bruiſe the Vic- 


tor's Head. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of a Virgin, in whom 


alone Adam had not ſinned, was the Object of this Pro- 
miſe. | 

But before the Miſſion of this ſecond Adam, it was 
proper that Human Kind ſhould know, by long Expe- 
rience, the Neceſſity they had of ſuch a Saviour. Man 
was now left to himſelf; his Inclinations grew corrupt, 
his Irregularities were beyond Meaſure, and Iniquity 
cover*d the Face of the whole Earth. | x 
Cain was the firſt Child that ever was born into the 
World, and Eve was ſo fully perſuaded that the pro- 


A 
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miſed Seed would immediately deſcend from her own 


Perſon, that, upon her Delivery, ſhe cried out in a 
Tranſport of Joy, 1 have gotten a Man from the Lord 
or rather, the Man the Lord, ſuppoſing him to be the 
very Perſon who ſhould ſubdue the great Enemy of 
Mankind: . Accordingly, the Name ſhe gave him ſig- 
nifies Acquiſition. 

Her next Son, Abel, which denotes Sorrow or Moury. 
ing, probably was not fo called till after his tragical 


Death, which occaſion'd great Grief to his Parents, and 


was the firſt Inſtance of the horrid Depravity of human 
Nature. 

Theſe two Brothers, being of quite different Tempers, 
devoted themſelves to different Employments: Cain, 
who was ſurly, ſordid, and avaritious, took to tilling 
the Ground; and Abel, who was gentle and ingenuous, 
to the keeping of Sheep. It was cuſtomary, even in 
their Time, to make Acknowledgments to God, b 
way of Oblation, for the bountiful Supply of all his 
Creatures: Cain, as a Huſbandman, offer'd the Fruits of 
the Ground; and Abel, as a Shepherd, the F irſtlings, 
or, as ſome tranſlate it, the Milk of his Flock. But 
upon ſome ſolemn Occaſion, God, who eſtimates only 
the Sincerity of the Heart, gave a viſible Token of his 
Acceptance of AbePs Sacrifice, preferable to that of 
Cain, who was thereupon tranſported with Envy againſt 
his Brother, and formed the unnatural Deſign of taking 
away his Life. | | | 

Tho? God kindly expoſtulated the Matter with him, 
and admonifhed him againſt proceeding in his wicked 
Purpoſe, Cain took the firſt Opportunity of meeting his 
Brother alone, to pick a Quarrel with him; which end- 
ed in his committing the atrocious Fact, and burying 
the Body, as he thought, in a Place of Safety. The 
Almighty however ſoon called him to account for what 
he had done, baniſhed him from his divine Preſence as 
a Fugitive and a Vagabond, and commanded the Earth 
not to yield him her Strength, Purſuant to this Sentence, 
he fled from the ſacred Place where God often manifeſt- 


| ed his Glory, into a remote Country, called the Land of 


Nod. Here his Deſcendants ſoon multiplied, and built 
a City, to defend what they had acquir'd by Rapine 
there being no Need of Fortifications before Violence 
prevailed. 

This Story of Cain, his enticing his Brother intothe 
Field, his dreading the Vengeance of every one tha 
ſaw him, his going into the Land of Nod, taking a 
Wife, and building a City, are thought, by ſome, to be 
ſtrong Objections againſt the Opinion of Adam's being 
the firſt Man. But the Time Cain murder'd his Bro- 
ther being in the 129th Year of the World's Age, 
there is no Abſurdity in believing, that the Race of 
Mankind mult be then pretty numerous, that they were 
ſpread round the neighbouring Provinces (as the Land 
of Nod is proved by Huetius to be Siſiana,) that they 
might begin to live in Communities, and therefore that 
the Word Field, may be taken in its moſt extenſive 
Senſe, as uſed in Oppoſition to the Town or the City. 

God, upon this Defection of Cain, rais'd up a holy 


Seed in the Room of Abel; the Children of Seth, who 


lived with greater Simplicity of Manners, but at per- 
petual Animofity with the Cainites, on Account of their 
oppoſite Characters. From Seth deſcended Noah, and 
all the Poſtdiluvian Patriarchs; the Poſterity of Cain be- 
ing entirely ſwept away in the general Deluge. This 
Deluge, however, was not brought upon the Earth, till 
the Cainites were not only themſelves univerſally cor- 
rupted, but had found Means likewiſe to ſeduce the 
Sethites to almoſt an equal Depravity. 

In the mean Time Adam, having now lived nine hun- 
dred and thirty Years, and been the Father of a great 
Number of Children, ſubmitted to the Sentence de- 
nounced againſt him at the Fall, and return'd to his na- 
tive Duſt. Tradition ſays, that before he gave up the 
Ghoſt, he call'd his Son Seth, and all the Branches of 
his numerous Family about him. He gave them a ſtrict 
Charge that they ſhould always live feparate from, and 


have 
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have no Manner of Intercourſe with, the impious Fami- 
ly of Cain. But this Injunction had its Effect only for 
a few Generations, after which the two Families inter- 
married together, and begot a Race not leſs wicked 
than the worſt of their Anceſtors, 

It is the Opinion of many, that Adam was buried at 
Hebron, in the Cave of Macpelah, which Abraham pur- 
chaſed many Ages afcer for the Burying-place of himſelf 
and his Family. The Oriental Hiſtorians ſay, that when 
Alam ſaw Death approaching, he commanded his Chil- 
dren to embalm his Body with Myrrh, Frankincenſe, 
and Caſſia, and depoſite it in a certain Cave, on the 
Top of a Mountain, which he had choſen for the Re- 
poſitory of his Remains, and which was called the Cave 
of Konuz, from an Arabian Word, ſignifying, to lay up 

rivately. This Precaution, according to the Fews, he 
order*d to be taken, leſt his Poſterity ſhould idolize his 
Relicks, Several of the primitive Fathers believe, that 
Adam died in the Place where Feruſalem was afterwards 
built, and was buried on Mount Calvary, in the very 
Spot where Chriſt was crucified. Others again hold, 
that, tho? he did not die at Feruſalem, yet Noah, at the 
Time of the Deluge, put his Body into the Ark, and 
took Care to have it buried there by Melchiſedeck, the 
Son of Shem, his Grandſon. The Mahometans will have 
his Sepulchre to have been on a Mountain near Mecea, 
and the ancient Perſans in Serendil or Ceylon: So ambi- 
tious, as one obſerves, is every Nation to have the Fa- 
ther of all Mankind repoſited with them. As to Eve, 
the Mother of all Living, we have no Intimation in Scrip- 
ture when ſhe died: But there are ſome who venture to 
tell us, though upon what Foundation is hard to conjec- 
ture, that ſhe out-liv'd her Huſband ten Years. 

Now I have given this-orthodox and literal Interpre- 
tation of the Moſaical Account of our common Parent, 
I proceed to Dr. Burnet's ludicrous Paraphraſe and Re- 
marks on the ſame-Piece of primitive Hiſtory, This 
very ingenious Gentleman, having diſcover*d, as he ap- 
prehends, a World of Abſurdities in _—_ Narrative 
literally taken, is for reducing it all to Allegory, and 
therefore puts it into Modern Language, in order more 
effectually to expoſe the obvious and literal Senſe, I 
have preſerved his Thoughts, not the Order of his 
Words. þ | 
| to the firſt Man, Adam, Moſes ſays he was form- 
ed, nõt out of Dragon's Teeth, as others have feign'd 
concerning their Men, but out of the Duſt or Clay of 
the Earth; and when his Body was formed, God breatb- 
ed into his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, and Man was made 


a living Soul. But after another Manner, and of other 


Matter was Woman built; namely, with one of Adam's 
ſmall Ribs, taken away by God while he was aſleep. 
Hence the Curious aſk whether this Rib was uſeleſs to 
Adam, and beyond the Number requiſite in a compleat 
Body ? If not, when it was taken away, Adam would 
have been a maimed Perſon, and robbed of a Part of 
himſelf that was gffceſſary ; for as much as in the Fa- 
brick of the human Body nothing is ſuperfluous, and no 
one Bone can be taken away without endamaging the 
Whole. But if this Rib was really uſeleſs to Adam, and 


he had only twelve Ribs on one Side, and thirteen on 


the other ; this was like a Monſter, as much as if he 
had been created with three Feet, or three Hands: W here- 
as, in the Beginning, all Things were made by Number, 
Weight, and Meaſure; that is, with the utmoſt Exact- 
neſs. 

But, what is ſtill more perplexing, How out of only 
one Rib could the whole Maſs of Woman's Body be 
built ? For a Rib doth not equal the hundredth'Part of 
an entire Body. If the reſt of the Matter was taken 
from elſewhere, Eve might be more properly ſaid to 
have been formed out of that borrow*d Matter, what- 
ever it was, than out of Adam's Rib. The Rabbinical 
Doctors indeed ſolve the Matter another Way, and tell 
us that the firſt Man had two Bodies; the one Male and 
the other Female, till God, having cloven Eve from 
Adam, gave her to him for a Wife. But. others con- 


* 


jecture, with mote Probability, that Moſes gave out 
this Original of Woman, to the End he might breed 
a mutual Love between the two Sexes, as Parts of the 
ſame Whole, and more effectually recommend his own 


Inſtitution of Marriage. 


The firſt Man and firſt Woman being formed, Mo- 
ſes tells us, that God made them a certain famous Gar- 
den in the Eaſt, or, as others render it, of Old, and gave 
it them as a Farm to cultivate and inhabit. It was a 


moſt delightful Place, water*d with four ſeveral Foun- 
tains or Rivers, planted with Trees of all Kinds, as well 


thoſe that bore Fruit, as thoſe that were agreeable for 
their Shade and Aſpect. Among theſe Trees, in the 
Midſt of the Garden, ſtood two more remarkable than 
the reſt, whereof one was called the Tree of Life; the 
other the Tree of Death, or of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, Why one was called the Tree of Life is not 
certain; perhaps becauſe whoever had eat of it, would 
have receiv'd from it Immortality, The Effects of the 


other, fatal Experience has ſufficiently taught us: It is 


for our firſt Parents eating the Fruit of this Tree, that 
all their Poſterity now ſmarts, and is puniſhed for a 
Crime committed ſome Thouſands of Years before they 


were born. 


We are to obſerve, that tho? in the Beginning of the 
Hiſtory, the Paradiſaical State is confined only to one 
Region, the Garden of Eden; yet afterwards, when the 
Curſe of Barrenneſs comes, the whole Earth is brought 
in for a Share. Whence it is evident, that before this 
Alteration, the whole Earth yielded her Encreaſe with- 
out Labour, and was a Sort of univerſal Paradiſe : O- 
therwiſe, nothing had been chang'd by the Curſe. Be- 
fides, it appears, that one ſmall Country, or ſome few 
Acres of Land, could not alone enjoy ſuch peculiar 


Privileges of Air and Soil. And ſuppoſe Adam had 


continued innocent, how would there have been Room 


for his Poſterity, within the Incloſures of one Garden? 
Or admitting they were all ſhut up there, like unfledg- 
ed Birds in a Neſt, muſt all the other vaſt Tracts of 
Earth have ſtood empty, deſart, and without Inhabi- 


' tants ? Nature itſelf does not allow of that; neither is 


it becoming the Divine Wiſdom. From all theſe Re- 
flections then we may conclude, that Moſes put a Part 
for the Whole, the Example of a ſingle Garden for 


the whole terreſtrial Globe. 


God, continues Moſes, prohibited Adam and Eve, up- 
on Pain of Death, from taſting the Fruit of the Tree of 
Knowledge. But it happened, upon a Time, that Eve 
fitting ſolitary under this Tree, without her Huſband; 


there came to her a Serpent, or Adder; which, by what 
Means or Power we know not, civilly accoſted her in 


theſe Words, or to this Purpoſe. 
Serpent. All hail ! moſt fair one. What are you do- 
ing ſo ſolitary and ſerious under this Shade ? 
Eve. I am contemplating the Beauty of this Tree: 
Serp. It is truly an agreeable Sight, but much plea- 
ſanter are the Fruits thereof. Have you taſted them 
my Lady ? * 
Eve. I have not, becauſe God has forbidden us to cat 
of this Tree. „„ | | 
Serp. What do J hear! Who is that God that envies 
his Creatures the innocent Delights of Nature ? Nothing 
is ſweeter, nothing more wholeſome than this Fruit: 


Why then ſhould he forbid it, unleſs he were in-Jeſt ? by 


Eve. But he has even forbid it on Pain of Death. 

Serp. Undoubtedly you miſtake his Meaning. This 
Tree has nothing that would prove fatal to you, but ra- 
ther ſomething divine, and above the common Force of 


Nature. hag 
Eve. I can give you no Anſwer; but will firſt go to 


my Huſband, and then do as he thinks fit. 
Serp. Why ſhould you trouble your Huſband about 
ſuch a Trifle ? Uſe your own Judgment. | 6 
Eve. Let me ſee, had I beit uſe it or no? What can 
be more beautiful than this Apple? How ſweetly it 
ſmells! But may be it taſtes ill. 


Serp. Believe me, it is a Bit worthy to be eaten by 
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Accordingly, Eve gave this Apple to 


J 


i 
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me: It has indeed a moſt agreeable Flavour. 


Eve. Well, VI try then. — Thou haſt not deceiv'd 
ne : 1 | Give me 
another, that I may carry it to my Huſband. 4 
» -Serp. Very well thought on. Here is another for you: 
Go, to your Huſband with it. —Faręwell, happy young 
Woman. (ide) In the mean Time I will go my 
Ways; let her take Care of the reſt,  _ | 
the too, uxori- 
ous Adam, who likewiſe eat thereof; when immediate- 
ly they both became, I know not how, aſhamed of their 


8 Nakedneſs; and ſewing Fig- leaves together, made mem 


a Sort of Aprons to cover their Pudenda. 


Now as to this Part of the Story, we have not yet 
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In the. Day that you eat thereof, » 


known, that a Serpent could. ſpeak, or utter any Sort of 
Voice except Hiſſing. If Eve then had taken it for a 
dumb Animal, the very Speech of it would have frigh- 
ten'd her, that ſhe would not have ſtay'd to enter into 
a Conference with it. On the contrary, if the Serpent 
had from the Beginning been capable of haranguing, 
and only loſt his Speech for having corrupted Eve's Pie- 
ty and Faith, certainly Moſes would not have paſſed o- 


ver in Silence this Puniſhment, while he mentioned the 


inferior Penalty of licking the Duſt. . If all the Species 
of Serpents, or all the Beafts:in Eden, had the Faculty 
of Speech too, pray what Offence had the reſt been guil- 
ty of, that they alſo muſt loſe the Uſe of their Tongues ? 
If only one Species enjoy'd this Privilege, how came ſo 
vile an Animal, by Nature the moſt remote from Man- 

< ſo. great Benefit above his Fellow 
Brutes ? Arguing includes the Uſe of. Reaſon. Was the 
Serpent a rational Creature? The Devil, they ſay, aſ- 


ſumed his Form and Organs. But who tells them ſo? 


Moſes attributes the Seducement of Eve to the natural 
Craftineſs of the Serpent, and nothing elſe: The Ser- 


<pent was more ſubtle: than any Beaſt of the Field. The 
Serpent diſcourſes, reaſons, prevails. If a Creature na- 
. turally- dumb had 


had done thus, would Eve. have receiv'd 
it ſo amicably? Was it the Woman's Ignorance and 
Weakneſs made her ſo eaſy a Dupe ?: Then why was 


not ſome good Angel made her Guardian, ſo liable as 


" ſhe was, poor filly Woman! to be over-reach'd, and 


yet ſo great a Price as there was ſtak*'d on her Obedi- 
ence?” Ay, but ſhe ought to pt dreaded the Sentence : 
1 ſhall ſurely die. Die 


what does that mean, ſays the innocent Virgin, who had 


never yet ſeen the Death of a Flower, or felt ſo much 
as that Image of Death, Sleep. Then as to the Puniſh- 
ment of her Poſterity,' that was not included in the Sen- 
tence: Nor could the Puniſhment of the Serpent be juſt, 
if he only acted · as compelled by the Devil. 
As to the Aprons our Couple made after the Fall, 
(whence we may deduce the Original of the Taylors 


Trade) where had they their Needles? who found them 


the Thread? Tho? theſe Queſtions are ſomewhat free, 
ve are now ſecking for the naked Truth, _ 


But: we proceed with 'Moſes. After the aforeſaid 
Tranſactions, he tells us, God. in the Evening deſcend- 


ed into the Garden; upon which our firſt Parents fled: to 


hide themſelves, among the thickeſt of the Trees. In 


* vain'they. flee; God calls out, Adam, where art thou? 

+ Trembling he appears before the Almighty.. Lord, when 

* I heard thee in the Garden, I was aſhamed becauſe of my 
Nakeeneſs, and hid myſeif. Who told thee, ſays God, that 

- » thou art naked? Have you eaten of the forbidden Fruit ?— 
' That Woman thou gaveſt me brought it, ſhe it was that 
made me eat it,—You have finely order*d your Buſineſs, you 
and your Wife! Here, you Woman, what is this that you 


have dane — Alas) for me, the Serpent gave me the Apple, 
"ant did eat of it. Then follows the Sentence. 


6 This. Apple ſhall coſt you dear, and not only you, 


but your Poſterity, and the whole Race of Mankind. 


f 


Moreover, for this Crime I will curſe and ſpoil the 
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the Angels themſelves. Do but try, and if it taſtes ill, 
throw.it away, and ſay Jam a great Liar. 
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. clad, he thruſts them out of Paradiſe. 
vent their Return, he placed Angels at the Entrance of 
his Garden, who, by brandiſhing a flaming Sword on 


; _y Side, guarded the Paſſage that led to the Tree of 
Life. 


Part of the Story are chiefly theſe. 
ſelf, or an Fas 


nothing of Boats? 


[ 
Heavens, the Earth, and the whale Fabrick of Na. 
ture. But thou, in the firſt Place, vile Beaſt, ſhale 


cc 


bear the Puniſhment of thy Craftineſs and Malice. 
Hereafter ſhalt thou go creeping on thy Belly, and 
inſtead of eating Apples, ſhalt lick the Duſt of the 
Earth. As for you, Mrs. Curious, who ſo much 
loye Delicacies, in Sorrow ſhall you bring forth Chi]. 
dren ; you ſhall be ſubject to your Huſband, and ne- 
ver depart from his Side, without having firſt ob- 
tained his Leave. Laſtly, as for you Adam, becauſe 


cc 


you have hearken'd more to your Wife than to me, 
cc 


with the Sweat of your Brow you ſhall obtain Food 
both for her and her Children: ,You ſhall no longer 
gather Fruits which grow ſpontaneouſly, but reap your 
Proviſions with Labour and Trouble. May the 
Earth, for thy Sake accurſed, hereafter grow barren! 
May ſhe produce Thiſtles, Thorns, Tarzs,. with o- 
ther hurtful and unprofitable Herbs! And when thou 
haſt here led a painful, laborious Life, Duft thou art, 
and to Duſt thou ſhalt return. In the mean while, let 
theſe Rebels be baniſh'd out of my Garden, and ſent 
as Exiles into a ſtrange Land, leſt they alſo eat of the 
* Tree of Life, and live for ever.“ 

The Almighty however,for Fear the Criminals ſhould 
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periſh through the Inclemency of the Weather, made 


them Doublets of the Skins of Animals; and being thus 
Finally, to pre- 


The Queſtions which the Doctor ſtarts on this latter 
Was it God him- 
that kill'd and flay'd the Beaſts to 
make Coats for our firſt Parents? Does not this favour 


a little of the Butcher? Would it not intirely have de- 
. ſtroy*d ſome Species of Animals, if only two of a Sort 
vere at firſt created? Did the Cherubim indeed ſtand at 
the Garden-gate, with a material two-handed flaming 


Sword ? How long did they continue Centinels? Had 
it not been eaſier to fence the Garden by, a River, and 
altogether as ſecure with reſpect to Adam, who knew 


Our Author then diſagrees with thoſe who make the 


whole State of Innocence, the Fall, and Man's Conti- 


nuance in Paradiſe, to be within the Compaſs of one 
Day. He cannot bear to ſee, that in ſo ſhort a Time 


all Things were inverted, and put into total Diſorder, 
and that the whole Frame of Nature, which had juſt 
now been compoſed and publiſhed, ſhould before the 


firſt Time of the Sun's ſetting, fall to Ruin and Con- 
fuſion : That in the Morning, God ſhould ſay all 


. Things were, good, and in the Evening of the ſameDay, 


all Things were accurſed: That a Work which was fix 


Days &er it could be brought to Perfection, by an om- 
nipotent Architect, ſhould be thus in ſo few Hours ruin'd 
by fo vile a Beaſt? Alas! how fleeting and inconſtant is 
, the Glory of Things created. 


Dr. Burnet concludes with declaring, that when he 


them into Symbols, Parables, or Ways of diſcourſing 
adapted to the Vulgar. 


And now we have given you the Subſtance of his Opi- 


nion as well as of that generally receiv'd by orthodox 


. Believers, with the various Objections which have been 


brought againſt the ſeveral Parts of the latter, we leave 
every Reader to his own Judgment; whether to ac- 
quieſce in the ſtrict kteral Senſe of the Moſaical Hiſto- 


ry, or to reduce it all to moral Allegory and Fable, or 
to form to himſelf. a new Syſtem of the Origination of 
Things, by 6 
culars both of the one and the other. 


bringing together the moſt plaulible Parti- 


F . 


reyolves all theſe Things in his Mind, which is wholly 
unbiaſſed, he cannot be angry with thoſe of the Fathers 
and ancient Writers, who have endeavour'd to convert 
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